BOROUGH  of  DORCHESTER. 


Interim  Report  on  Public  Health  for  the  year  1939. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Dorchester. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  decided  that  no  Annual  Reports 

are  required  during  the  war  period,  and  only  urgent  matters  of 

health,  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  exceptional  matters 

of  administration  are  to  be  reported. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  Summary,  The  following  cases  were  notified ;» 
Erysipclas  6,  Malaria  2,  Acute  Poliomyelitis  1,  Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia  4,  Influenzal  Pneumonia  4,  Puerperal  Pyrexia  8,  Scarlet 
Fever  9,.  Tuberculosis  { Pulmonary ), 7 , Tuberculosis  non-pulmonary'  2 , 
IMMUNISATION  against  Diphthorla,  In  November  & December  a scries 
of  Clinics  were  hold  at  which  530  children  (Including  151  evacuees) 
completed  the  course  •• 

HOUSING  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  survey  of  the  poorer 
class  houses  in  the  Borough,  mentioned  in  my  previous  annual  report, 
was  completed.  Some  400  houses  wore  visited  and  in  333  cases 
detailed  inspections  were  made  and  the  defects  rocordbd. 

191  houses  appeared  to  be  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  or 
could  otherwise  bo  easily  rendered  so  fit,  but  in  the  remaining 
142  instances  the  defects  discovered  wore  enumerated  and  graded  in 
accordance  with  a previously  arranged  marking  scheme. 

A report  upon  the  general  housing  situation  was  made  to  the 
appropriate  Committee  of  the  Council,  v^hen  it  was  recommended  that 
78  houses  should  be  included  in  18  Clearance  Areas  and  that  7 fur- 
ther individual  housos  should  be  proposed  for  demolition. 

P.T.O. 


It  was  suggested  that  the  property  concerned  should  bo  dealt  with 
in  three  stages,  viz.,  the  55  houses  against  which  the  highost  number 
of  marks  were  recorded  being  included  in  the  first  group  of  11  Clear- 
ance Areas,  and  the  remainder  in  two  subsequent  groups  of  Clearance 
Areas  and  individual  unfit  houses. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  further  action  in  this  mattor  was 
necessarily  deferred. 

Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

Jhc  evacuation  of  school  children  from  London  to  Dorchester 
commenced  on  'September  1st,  on  which  day  893  children  together  with 
101  Teachers  and  Helpers  were  roceivod  in  this  Borough. 

On  September  3rd.  51  Mothers  and  73  Children  were  received  from 
London,  many  of  whom  returned  to  their  homos  after  a stay  of  only 
two  weeks. 

On  various  dates  from  September  16th.  to  October  21st,  184 
scholars  (together  with  tho  staff)  of  another  school  who  wore- billeted 
in  a neighbouring  district  were  billeted  in  the  Borough,  in  order  to 
facilitate  arrangements  for  education,  and  on  October  13th.  another 
school  party  numbering  93  with  thoir  Teachers  was  transferred  from 
Dorchester  to  Amersham  in  order  to  join  thoir  main  school  group. 

In  all,  1445  persons  have  been  billeted  in  the  Borough  under 
the  Government  Scheme. 

C.D.  DAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

7.  Weymouth  Avenue, 


Dorchester 


Borough  of  Dorchester 


Interim  Report  on  Public  Health  for  the  year  1940. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Dorchester. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  decided  that  no  Annual  Reports  are 
required  during  the  war  period,  ...and  only  urgent  matters  of  health, 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  exceptional  matters  of  adminis- 
tration are  to  be  reported. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.  Summary.  The  following  cases  (including  non- 
civilians) were  notified:-  Cerebrospinal  Meningitis  (14),  trhese  all 
occurred  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Erysipelas  5,  malaria  2 
Measles,  266,  these  were  notified  chiefly  between  July  and  September 
the  cases  were  of  a mild  type.  Pneumonia,  (Acute  Primary)  6. 
Puerperal  pyrexia  2,  Scarlet  Fever  24.  None  of  -these  could  be 
associated  with  any  particular  School  or  milk  supply,  they  all 
occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  6. 
’Whooping  Cough  3. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  No  clinics  we re  held  during  the 
year,  but  a further  series  of  clinics  will  be  held  during  1941. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  In  January  of  the  year  under  review,  certain 
premises  in  the  Borough  were  taken  over  by  The  Ministry  of  Food  as 
Government  Slaughter-houses,  where  all  slaughtering  for  a large 
area  of  the  County  takes  place. 

For  this  reason  the  work  of  the  Moat  Inspector  has  been  greatly 
increased,  so  much  so  that  it  frequently  necessitates  full-time 
employment,  as  well  as  evening  and  Sunday  work. 

During  the  year  400  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  slaughter- 
houses and  7,658  animal  carcases  have  been  examined  as  follows :- 


Beasts  - 1,392 
Pigs  - 2,044 
Calves  - 624 
Sheep  - 5, 598 


Total  7,658 


P.T.O 


The  undermentioned  quantities  of  meat  and  offal  have  been  f. 
to  ho  unfit  for  human  food  and  consequently  condemned 


Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Veal 

Offal 


34,045  lbs. 
2,530  u 
7,913 
1,225  51 

25,563  w 


Total 


71,276  lbs. 


GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 


Daring  the  year  1940  the  following  evacuees  have  been  accommodated 
in  billets  in  this  borough:  - 

Unaccompanied  children  82,  Mothers  and  children  370,  Adults  74, 

Helpers  4,  Expectant  mothers  2,  Total  534.  1186  billeting  forms 

have  been  issued.  A groat  doal  of  trouble  has  been  caused  by 
parents  removing  their  children  after  they  have  been  settled  in  their 
billets,  and  after  the  foster  parents  have  cleaned  the  children,  re- 
clothed them  at  their  own  expense,  trained  them  in  decent  behaviour, 
and  otherwise  expended  much  time,  money  and  work  on  them.  During 
the  year  38  evacuees  had  to  be  re-billeted  on  returning  to  the 
borough  after  having  left  it. 

C.D.  DAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
7,  Weymouth  Avenue, 

Dorchester. 


BOROUGH  of  DORCHESTER 
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Interim  Report  on  Public  Health  for  the  year  1941. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Dorchester. 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  decided  that  no  full  Annual  Reports 
are  required  during  the  war  period, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . Summary.  The  following  cases  (Including  non- 
civilians’  ) were  notified:-  Cerebrospinal  meningitis  1;  Diphtheria 
10  adults  and  2 children.  Neither  child  had  been  immunised,  one 
was  a visitor.  No  deaths  or  serious  after  affects.  Erysipelas  4, 
Measles  122,  almost  all  mild  cases.  Paratyphoid  1.  Pneumonia, 
Acute  Primary  2.  Pneumonia,  Influenzal  1.  Puerperal  Pyrexia  2. 
Scarlet  Fever  1,  Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  4 males,  1 female. 
Tuberculosis  Non-pulmonary  1 female.  Whooping  Cough  125. 

IMMUNISATION  against  Diphtheria.  Clinics  were  held  in  May,  June, 
July  and  August,  and  the  following  children  were  immunised; - 


Dorchester  County  School  for  Girls 
Convent  School 
R.C.  Elementary  School 
Boys  School 

West  Fording ton  Infants  School 
Council  School  and  others 
Fordington  St. George  School 
Grammar  School 
Senior  Council  School 
St.  Charles  School 
Rothschild  School 
Others  under  School  age 


Under  5 Between  5 and  15 

years  of  years  of  age. 

age.  


1 


1 

14 

4 


19 

6 

17 

22 

14 

47 

22 

44 

52 

14 

5 


57  242 


In  addition  19  children  over  15  years  of  age  were  immunised, 

MEAT  INSPECTION  Certain  premises  in  the  Borough  having  been 
taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  Government  Slaughter-houses, 
all  slaughtering  for  a large  area  of  the  County  takes  place  locally. 

For  this  reason  the  work  of  the  Meat  Inspector  has  been 
greatly  increased,  so  much  so  that  it  frequently  necessitates  full- 
time employment  as  well  as  evening  and  Sunday  work. 

Since  March  of  the  year  under  review,  Mr .N. Rawlins , Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  Dorchester  Rural  District  Council,  has  assisted 
in  the  work  of  meat  inspection  on  certain  evenings,  his  help  being 
very  much  appreciated,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in 
October  the  Government  Slaughter-houses  in  Weymouth  were  closed  and 
all  slaughtering  for  the  Weymouth  and  Portland  areas  w as  then 
transferred  to  the  local  Government  Slaughter-houses, 


During  the  year  733  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  slaughter- 
houses and  22,629  animal  carcasses  have  been  examined,  as  follows j- 


P.T.O. 


Bovines  - 2,379 

Pigs  - 1,368 

Calves  - 12,773 

Sheep  - 6,109 

Total  22,629 


The  undermentioned  quantities  of  meat  and  offal  have  been 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food  and  consequently  condemned: - 

Beef  - 54,994  libs. 

Mutton  r 2,173  '* 

Pork  - 4,562  “ 

Veal  - 3,715  u 

Offal  - 39,887  " 

Total  105,331  lbs. 


The  meat 
following: - 


in  question  was  condemned  on  account  of  the 


Tuberculosis 

Emaciation 

Dropsical 

Abscesses  or  Tumours 

Bruised 

Fluke 

Pneumonia  or  Pleurisy 
Miscellaneous 


82,649  lbs. 
224  “ 

1,356  u 
5,208  a 
3,396 
5,122  u 
125  ’* 

7,251  u 


105,331  lbs. 


UNSOUND  FOOD  Additional  food,  as  sot  out  below,  was  found  to  be 
unsound  and  unfit  for  the  food  of  man,  and  was,  therefore, 
condemned  and  destroyed: - 


Flour  168  lbs . 

Chilled  Beef  90  “ 

Fish  Cakes  21  " 

Cod  Fillets  24  w 

Codling  15  11 

GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME 


Plaice 

Toffee 

Bacon 

Evaporated 

Milk 

Pineapple 


4 lbs. 

8 lbs. 

7 lbs. 

12  Tins 
48  Tins. 


During  the  year  1941  the  following  evacuees  have  been 
accommodated  in  billets  In  this  Borough:-  Unaccompanied  children, 
159;  mothers  and  children  , 319;  adults,  88;  Total  - 566. 

1,031  billeting  forms  have  been  issued. 

The  undermentioned  bedding  has  been  supplied  from  Government 
stock  for  the  use  of  evacuees:-  Camp  beds,  41;  single  mattresses, 
4;  double  mattresses,  2;  single  beds,  2;  pillows,  17;  blankets, 
181;  sheets,  150. 

A good  deal  of  trouble  has  been  caused  by  parents  removing 
their  children  after  they  have  been  settled  in  their  billets, 
and  after  the  forstor  parents  have  cleaned  the  children,  re- 
clothed them  at  their  own  oxponse,  trained  them  in  decent 
behaviour  and  otherwise  expended  much  time,  mono 37-  and  work  on 
them. 


C.D.  DAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
7.  Weymouth  Avenue, 
Dorchester. 
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BOROUGH  of  DORCHESTER 

Interim  Statement  on  Public  Health  for  the  year  1943. 

To  Hi's  Worship  tho  Mayor,  Aldermen  end  Councillors  of  the 
- Borough  of  Dorchester. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . . Summary.  The  following  cases  (including  non- 
civilians) were  notified:-  Cerebrospinal  meningitis  1;  Diphtheria  3; 
Dysentery  (Flexner)  1;  Erysip  elas  7;  Measles  150;  Ophthalmia  neona- 
torum 1;  Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary  8;  Pneumonia,  Influenzal  1;  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  11;  Scarlet  Fever  11;  Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  5 males,  3 fe- 
males; Tuberculosis,  Non-pulmonary  2 males,  3 females;  Whooping  Cough 
38. 

IMMUNISATION  against  Diphtheria.  Clinics  were  held  in  April  and  May, 

1 and  the  following  children  were  immunised: - 

Under  5 Over  5 years 

years  of  of  ago. 

-— £££-* - — 

Dorchester  County  School  for  Girls 
Convent  School  ... 

R.C.  Elementary  School 
Junior  Boys  School  ... 

West  Fordington  Infants  -School 
Council  School 
Fordington  St.  George  School 
Dorchester  Grammar  School 
Senior  Council  School 
St.  Charles  School 
Children  of  under  School  age 

13  105 


‘,WollcomcM  Diphtheria  Prop  hy lactic.  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  was 
used  in  all  cases,  in  doses  of  0*3  c.c.  and  0*5  c.c.  with  four  weeks 
internal. 

In  addition  a number  of  children  were  immunised  privately.  At 
tho  Child  Vtfclfarc  Clinic  94  children  residing  in  this  Borough  and 
66  residing  outside  the  Borough  were  immunised;  others  were  immunised 
at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution,  making  a total  for  the  year  of 
226  under  5 years  of  age  and  109  over  5 years  of  age. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Certain  promises  in  the  Borough  arc  still  being  used  as  Govern- 
ment Slaughter-houses  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  Slaughtering  now 
takes  place  locally  for  the  distribution  of  moat  to  the  following 
areas;- 

Dprchestor  Borough,  Dorchester  Rural  District,  Portland,  Warcham 
Borough,  Wareham  Rural  District,  Swanage  and  Weymouth. 

"Assistance  in  the  work  of  meat  inspection  has  been  given  through- 
out the  year  by  Inspectors  from  Dorchester  Rural  District,  Portland 
Urban  District  and  Weymouth  Borough,  and,  since  the  end  of  July,  by 
Inspectors  from  Swanage  and  Wareham  Urban  Districts. 

The  help  given,  by  such  Inspectors  is  much  appreciated. 

During  the  year  845  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  slaughter-houses 


5 


4 


P.T.O 


and  12,483  animal  carcases  havo  been  examined,  as  follows 


Bovines 

2975 

Calves 

2589 

Sheep 

6462 

Pigs 

457 

Total 


12,483 


The  undermentioned  quantities  of  moat  and  offal  have  been 
found  to  bo  unfit  for  human  food  and  consequently  condemned 


Beef 

- 107,332 

Mutton 

2,183 

Pork 

2,237 

Veal 

458 

112,210 

Offal 

72,172 

h 

it 


Total. 


184 , 382 


The  moat  in  question  was  condemned  on  account  of  the  following: 


Tuberculosis  - 

Emaciation 

Dropsy 

.abscesses 

Bruising 

Fluke 

Pneumonia  or 
Pleurisy 
Miscellaneous- 

Total 


146,525  lbs. 
244  " 

7,429  H 
4,496 
4,935 
4,815 


VI 

it 

VI 


1,317  " 

14  9621  " 


184 , 382 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Additional  food,  as  set  out  below, 
and  unfit  for  human  food. 


Bacon 

Biscuits 

Butter  6c  Margarine 

Cheese 

Crumpets 

Fish 

Fruit 


and 

was , 

therefore,  c 

c purpose 

s where  possi' 

44 

lbs . 

Meat 

8 

VI 

Rice 

66 

VI 

Soups 

89 

II 

Vegetables 

37 

VI 

Sundries 

568 

VI 

Milk 

965 

it 

was  found  to  be  unsound 


3,263  lbs. 
117  w 
15  M 
905  w 
23  11 

303  Tins 


Wi.TER  There  is  a Plentiful  supply  of  food  water  within  the. 


SU  which  is  derived  from  a Jell  in , the  chalk,  chlorcminatod 
and  p pumped  to  reservoirs  which  supply  the  whole  area,  ihe  w..tor 
i"  very  hard  (21-22  degrees)  but  there  is  no  public  water  softon- 
inp-  plant,  about  100  houses  derive  their  supply  from  standpipes 
^fsldc  the  houses.  This  defect  should  be  rectified  as  soon  as 

possible. 

GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

During  the  yoar  1943  the  following  evacuees  hove  been 
3.c0modated  in  billots  in  this  Borough:- 


Unaccompanied  children 
Mothers  and  children 
Adults 


X 


Total 


New  Arrivals 


Total 


46 

98 

31 

62 

3 

20 

80  180 


C.D.  DAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

7.  Weymouth  Avenue, 
Dorchester, 

Dorset. 


